
Still waters, deep waters 

Forests, lakes, cityscapes and crowds: in the works of this painter from Mülheim, colors and 
realities run together 

 

Some of the cityscapes created around the turn of the millennium still show traces of 
Gerhard Richter’s influence on his Meisterschüler, Matthias Meyer. But even here, the 
blurriness is of a different quality: some of the contours of a London tenement house fade as 
in an aquarelle, suggesting an attempt to hold fast to the fleeting impression glimpsed from 
the window of a passing train. Later, Meyer goes further and further toward dissolving the 
objects of his paintings. He works with highly diluted oil paint and solvents that run down the 
canvas as soon as they are applied and render the world in literal fluid motion. In his images 
of great festivals and crowds of people, this technique has a strikingly beguiling effect. 
Individuals seem dabbed onto the cresting waves of the masses of people, like frothy peaks 
in a sea of colors and shapes.  

“I don’t draw on the canvas before beginning to paint,” says Meyer, who was born in 
Göttingen in 1969 and now resides in Mülheim an der Ruhr. “I paint directly on the canvas in 
order to maintain the character of a sketch.” There is a certain amount of trial and error 
involved when he paints, for when everything is flowing, things do sometimes go awry. 
Indeed, it’s part of the attraction for Meyer, “when the painting takes on a life of its own and 
almost manages to retain something natural.” Not surprisingly, the genre to which his style 
comes the closest is nature painting. Meyer paints forests and lakes, waterfalls and water 
flora, but when it comes to reflecting surfaces, he is always also interested in the interplay 
between foreground and background. In the depths of his lakes one can often still discern the 
outlines of sunken cities: at first there is a view of a city street, then Meyer floods the image 
and gives it a shimmering depth that brims with beauty and melancholy.  
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PROFILE 

BORN | Göttingen, 1969 

HOME | Mülheim an der Ruhr 

EDUCATION | Kunstakademie Düsseldorf; Chelsea College of Art, London 

GALLERY | Andreas Binder, Munich; Danese, New York 
 
WHAT GOT HIM STARTED | There was no key event, I just never stopped painting. 

HIGH POINT | The birth of my daughter 

LOW POINT | There have been crises here and there. 

HEROES | Rubens, Turner, Monet 

CREDO | Truth is relative. 

ADVICE THAT WAS HELPFUL | An artist can’t be helped. 

WHY ART AND NOT BANKING? | One only understands the business with which one earns 
one’s rice (I found that in a fortune cookie). 


